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Day One  

INTRODUCTION  

1.  Following a letter of invitation (See Appendix A) the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago participated at the 13
th

 Plenary Assembly of ParlAmericas: Strengthening 

Parliaments and Building Resilient Societies to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, 

December 6-7, 2016, Mexico City, Mexico.  In attendance were:  

1. Hon. Bridgid Mary Annisette-George, Speaker of the House of Representatives; 

and  

2. Opposition Member, Mr. Rushton Paray, MP; 

2. Concurrently with the Plenary Assembly, there was a Meeting of the Board of ParlAmericas 

of which Trinidad and Tobago held a seat and a Training Session for parliamentarians of 

member countries.  

3.  Mr. Garreth Ferguson ICT Director was selected to be a facilitator at the Training Session 

and Mr. Rushton Paray, MP, Member for Mayaro was selected to attend the Training Session 

as a participant.  The Board Meeting was held in rooms 3 and 4, on the ground floor of the 

Hemicycle, whilst the training session occurred in room 6 on the same floor. A detail 

conference agenda can be seen at Appendix B. 

BOARD MEETING  

4. At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago held on Friday October 28, 2016, it was agreed that the Speaker of the House should 

attend the 41
st

 Meeting of the Board of Directors of ParlAmericas, of which Trinidad and 

Tobago is a board member. A detailed agenda of the meeting can be seen at Appendix C. 

5. The meeting was carded for Monday December 5, 2016 in Mexico City, Mexico, prior to 

the 13
th

 Plenary Assembly of ParlAmericas. 

6. The Meeting was held within the Senate of the Republic of Mexico and was chaired by 

Senator Marcela Guerra, President of ParlAmericas. The following countries which 

comprise the Board were also in attendance: 
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1. Argentina 2. Jamaica 

3. Canada 4. Mexico  

5. Chile 6. Nicaragua  

7. Columbia 8. Panama  

9. Costa Rica 10. St Lucia 

11. Cuba 12. Suriname  

13. Ecuador 14. Trinidad and Tobago  

 

UPDATES 

7. Members were given updates by the President on the following matters: 

 The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between ParlAmericas and the 

Organization of American States (OAS), where a visit was made to the General 

Assembly by the Director General and the President. A report was then tabled on 

this trip;  

 Meeting with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB): a letter of intent was 

signed in Washington DC on August  24, 2016; 

 Meeting with the World Bank; and  

 MOU with the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) was circulated 

for the information of the Board.  

REPORTS  

8. Reports were tabled and considered on the following matters:  

1. The visit to General Assembly of the OAS;  

2. The ParlAmericas observer mission to the USA Presidential elections;  

3. The Ecuador Gathering: Group of Women Parliamentarians;  

4. The Launch of the Climate Change Network in Panama; and 

5. The Chile Study Visit-Open Parliament Network (OPN). 

 

9.  Reports were received on the Caribbean Sub-Regional Activities which included the: 

1. Ottawa meeting on Building Gender Caucuses in the Caribbean and Canada; and  

2. The Launch of the Gender Tools for Caribbean Parliamentarians 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 

10. The major decisions of the Board of Directors included the following:  

1. Adoption of the Climate Change Network;  

2. Agreement on the Plenary Agenda; and  

3. Agreement on ParlAmericas work plan for January 2016-April 2017  

(See Appendix D). 

DISCUSSIONS 

ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS 

11. As it relates to the Caribbean Sub-Region only one nomination had been received for the 

two positions available for the Region on the termination of the current term. Jamaica had 

indicated its intention to seek reappoint, however, Trinidad and Tobago had not indicated 

such. If no other nomination was received by the deadline, in order to prevent under 

representation of the region on the Board level, Trinidad and Tobago indicated that it would 

reconsider its position.  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

12. A variance report for the fiscal period ending 30
th

 September 2016 was discussed and 

explained. Overall, there was a positive variance. 

13. Financial Statements were noted and an independent audit is carded for December 12, 2016. 

MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS 

14. Agreed to defer consideration of a review of Members’ contribution to the next board 

meeting.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

15.  A request was made of Trinidad and Tobago to host the 44
th

 Meeting of the Board and 14
th

 

Plenary Assembly in October 2017. Trinidad and Tobago indicated that it was already 

committed to hosting two other international Parliamentary events in 2017.  A proposal was 

put for Trinidad and Tobago to consider hosting the Gathering of Group of Women 

Parliamentarians (GoWP) in May 2018. It was agreed that discussions shall continue between 
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the Secretariat of ParlAmericas and the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago on the feasibility 

of hosting the GoWP in May 2018. 

1. Costa Rica shall host the 2017 OPN Gathering; and  

2. Argentina shall host the 2017 Gathering of GoWP. 

 

TRAINING SESSION: MAXIMIZING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION 

WITH CONSTITUENTS  

16. Sen. Hernan Larrain of Chile gave a brief overview of the Road Map produced by the Open 

Parliament Network (OPN). The Road Map was co-drafted by a group of parliamentarians 

and civil society representatives and presented in Paraguay in May 2016 where it was 

endorsed by parliamentarians from over 20 countries. 

17. The OPN initiative seeks to engender greater trust in the work of parliamentarians and the 

image of parliament, since studies conducted in various  jurisdications have shown that trust 

in national parliaments has declined over the last decade. The lack of confidence in this key 

democratic institution has been so significant that it has been listed as the first key message 

in the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s latest Global Parliamentary Report (2012).  

18. In response to this growing trend of distrust and cynicism, the OPN, through the medium of 

information and communication technologies have sought to boost citizen participation and 

information sharing from parliament to the public. This approach fosters a new form of 

interaction between citizens and legislative powers that promotes parliamentary openness 

and transparency to ensure access to information, accountability, citizen involvement and 

high ethical standards in parliamentary work.  

19. Sen Hernan Larraín informed the participants that since the inception of the initative, Costa 

Rica and Colombia have used the Road Map as a reference to develop their own national 

action plans on open parliament. Sen. Larraín also made mention of Venezuela & Guatemala 

who also developed their action plans.  

20. In his closing statements, Sen. Larraín lamented that ‘he thinks that things are progressing in 

the right direction, since the aim of the work is that in the future all countries will have an 

action plan for legislative openness’. Following this statement, Sen. Larraín invited Dr. 
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Maurice McNaughton, the Director of the Caribbean Open Institute, to formally commence 

the workshop. 

ICT AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES FOR PARLIAMENTS 

21. The facilitators for this session were Mr. Garreth Ferguson, ICT Director, Parliament of 

Trinidad and Tobago and Dr. Maurice McNaughton, Caribbean Open Institute. 

22. This session explored how parliaments as democratic institutions have adopted transparent 

practices to open parliamentary proceedings to citizens using Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) tools. In addition, it looked at how civil society 

organizations have contributed to this objective by creating applications that have made 

parliamentary information more accessible and digestible to citizens.  

23. The various tools that are used by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago were highlighted 

such as YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter, which allows the public to comment 

instantaneously on matters of their interest. The constituents also have the option of gathering 

information from the Parliament website, which can be easily navigated and readily provides 

information on committees, the budget process, laws, the Hansard and information on their 

Members of Parliament.  

24. The need to maximize on free to use technological hubs and applications was stressed as 

budgetary constraints that can affect the operational capacity of integrating ICT into the 

parliamentary framework.  

FACEBOOK ‘LIVE’ AS A WAY TO COMMUNICATE WITH CONSTITUENTS 

25. The facilitator for this session Mr. Marcos Gibran Mena, highlighted the important role of 

new media, the citizen and parliament; and gave the example of the White House Model 

(DC. USA) which facilitates open engagement with wider sections of the society. This 

approach brings the operations and decisions of Congress and the President to every viewer 

in real time.  

26. Before ending his presentation, a demonstration was given on how to use Facebook ‘Live’ 

and best practices that should be adopted for MPs’ to engage their constituents.  This session 

ended at 5:00 pm.  
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Participants and Facilitators of the first Training Session  
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Day two 

PARLIAMENTARY DIALOGUE: FIRST EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT THE SDGS IN PARLIAMENTS 

27.  The first day of the Plenary began with 7 presentations with the keynote address from Dr. 

Luis Almagro Lemes, Secretary General of the Organization of American States which was 

followed by the official picture. At this session, the participants addressed the following 

topics:  

1. Approval of the agenda;  

2. ParlAmericas annual report;  

3. Presentation of the resolutions of the Board of Directors; and  

4. Announcement of the election procedures.  

 

28. Following, these matters the dialogue session was held which was targeted at implementing, 

monitoring and evaluating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

PARLIAMENTARY DIALOGUE: FIRST EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT THE SDGS IN PARLIAMENT  

29. This session sought to define the context for monitoring and evaluating the SDGs at the 

national and global level, and presented tools, mechanisms, and alliances necessary for 

developing indicators, collecting and analyzing data, and strengthening the supervisory role 

of parliaments in the progress towards the SDGs.  

 

30. Participants highlighted the efforts of their respective parliaments in implementing the SDG’s. 

It was reported that the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is committed to 

the implementation of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A 

presentation was made by the Speaker on the text is attached at Appendix C.  

 

31. This session ended at 4:30 pm  
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Day Three 

INDICATORS AND MECHANISMS FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATING THE SDGS 

32. This session defined the context for monitoring and evaluating the SDGs at the national and 

global level, and presented tools, mechanisms, and alliances necessary for developing 

indicators, collecting and analysing data, and strengthening the supervisory role of 

parliaments in the progress towards the SDGs.  

 

33. The moderators for this session were  

1. José Marco Antonio Olvera Acevedo, Senator of Mexico and ParlAmericas Board 

Member;  

2. Luis Fidel Yáñez, Officer in Charge, Secretariat of the Economic Commission for 

Latin America and the Caribbean;  

3. Dr. Livia Bizikova, Director of Knowledge for Integrated Decisions, International 

Institute for Sustainable Development; and  

4. Javier González, Director of Democratic Governance, United Nations 

Development Program, Mexico.  

 

34. Dr. Livia Bizikova, presented no the importance and strategies for implementing the SDGs. 

She is a Canadian who founded the International Institute for Sustainable Development, a 

think tank. Part of its mandate is to monitor sustainable development and in this case the 

progression of the SGDs. Dr. Bizkova, has assisted the United Nations in developing 

indicators for monitoring the achievement of 169 targets in various nations.  From the UN 

Level the indicators used are critical to get insight on the developments and progression at 

the national level.  It is necessary to develop appropriate mechanisms to monitor and evaluate, 

the implementation of the SDGs given its heavily integrated and cross sectional nature.  

 

35. Javier Gonzales assed the role of the Parliamentary Committees in implementing, monitoring 

and evaluating the SDGs.  He noted that although Parliamentary Committees have a specific 

mandate they may be able to contribute to a number of SGDs. He highlighted five Areas of 

Intervention which can be adopted namely: 

1. Installation of Special Commissions – to monitor goals and indicators 
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2. Everyday Parliamentary Work – mechanism to access relationship and alignment to 

SGDs for cross cutting alignments 

3. Accountability – Legislators can drive the generating of certain reports, into public 

officials to see how goals are being covered. 

4. Public engagement – for realization of the goals – CBO, private sectors – Agenda to 

be accepted and used by other stakeholders. 

5. The Budget – approval must be in alignment with SDGs, for example Mexico, is 

currently engaged in an alignment exercise with the treasury, to see how budgets 

cover goals or deficits, see also what is a realistic budget. The My WORLD 

Technology Platform, allowed Mexico to identify the 1.9 million needed to be 

involved in this platform. 

 

36.  In addition to the presentations by each Parliament on the work being done, ParlAmericas 

presented a report on the work being done within the organization to achieve the SDGs  

 

Roundtable work: Opportunities for inclusive, participatory, and representative decision-making 
 

37. The discussion called for a consideration by the participants of the existence within 

Parliament for participation by citizens, civil society and experts in the drafting of legislation 

and the monitoring of implementation, the efficacy of these mechanisms in allowing the 

consideration of those views by Parliament and the creation of mechanisms or improvement 

of existing mechanisms to permit citizen participation. 

38. The discussion revealed that there existed in most parliaments represented varying 

mechanisms for citizen consultation such as parliamentary committees which seek the views 

of stakeholders and experts.  

39. Suriname presented some novel practices for the reception and consideration of citizens’ 

views by its Parliament which included: 

  The hosting of public hearings on each piece of legislation 

  Consultation workshops with stakeholders;  

 A Committee of Petitions which allows for citizens to influence Parliament’s 

agenda; and  

 A permanent Youth Parliament. 
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40. It was noted that while not required by the Standing Orders of Parliament, there is a practice 

of the Opposition in Trinidad and Tobago to permit the appointment of temporary Senators 

to permit the views of special interests to be heard and considered. 

 

41.  The conclusion was that there was need to improve the process for the consideration of the 

views of the groups identified among other things:  

1. The application of ICT; 

2. Community outreach programmes; 

3. Introduction of E-Petitions as in England; and  

4. Institutionalization of a permanent Youth Parliaments. 

 

42.  Before the official close of the plenary session, the participants had the following matters to 

address: matters brought to the Plenary by the Board and Executive Committee, the selection 

of the host of the fourteenth plenary session and the reading of the Declaration. 

43 Elections: The Elections to the Board and Executive Committee were held the results of 

which were as follows: 

 Sen Marcela Guerra ( Mexico) -  President 

 MP Robert Nault (Canada)  -  Vice President 

 North America Region  -  Canada, and Mexico 

 Central America   -  Nicaragua 

 The Caribbean    -  Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago 

 South America   -  Chile and Ecuador    

 GoWP (Vice Presidents)  -  MP Claudia Nogueira Chile)and  

-      Sen Mobina Jaffer (Canada) 

 

44. The 14
th

 Plenary Assembly: The host country for the 14th Plenary Session shall be the 

Republic of Columbia. 

45. Declaration: A Declaration was passed by the Assembly. The full text of the Declaration is 

attached at Appendix F. 

46. The conference culminated at 2:00pm with a cultural presentation at the Templo Mayor 

Archeological Area.   
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APPENDIX A  
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APPENDIX E 

Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

First Efforts: Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 2016 

 

Efforts to monitor progress towards SDGs 

The Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is committed to the implementation of the 

United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to this end, ensuring that all acts of 

Parliament, including the budget can give effect to its achievement. 

 

Trinidad and Tobago’s strategy is contained in a National Development Strategy (NDS) which was 

has been accepted by the Cabinet. The NDS lays the foundation and pathway for attaining developed 

country status by providing a broad socio-economic development framework to the year 2030
1

. It is 

expected to be laid in the Parliament in early 2017 and it is likely that a Joint Select Committee of 

the Parliament shall be responsible to consider, monitor the implementation of and report on the 

strategies.  

 

Specific actions undertaken to date 

The Trinidad and Tobago Parliament has proactively pursued Goal 17 (Partnership for goals) by 

building partnerships for the fulfilment of the SDGs. In so doing, the Parliament is in the process of 

establishing an Experts’ Register which will allow qualified persons with expertise in a number of 

disciplines, to indicate their willingness to be called by the Committee for expert advice. Further, we 

have enhanced the capacity of our Parliamentarians by equipping them with information though the 

following Parliamentary Conferences and Seminars: 

 

 Workshop on Sustainability, Energy and Development (December 7 to 10, 2015, Trinidad 

and Tobago) (Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy) – By partnering with the 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the Trinidad and Tobago Parliament was able 

to host a four day Workshop on Sustainability, Energy and Development. The Workshop 

was aimed at strengthening parliamentarians who have a responsibility to actively engage in 

the development agenda. Its overall objective was to empower parliamentarians to ensure 

the development and achievement of the SDGs, enhance their status as key international 

stakeholders and provided them with a united, powerful voice at the national level. The 

Workshop focused on the following subject areas: 

(i) Energy security in the Caribbean; 

(ii) Financing for energy sustainability; 

(iii) Renewables and diversification; 

(iv) Cutting consumption; 

(v) SDGs and the Legislative Process; and 

(vi) Parliament’s role in SGD and the Scrutiny Process. 

 

 International Parliamentary Conference on Sustainability Energy and Development (March 

14th – 17th, 2016, Westminster, London) - In March 2016, representatives from the 

Trinidad and Tobago Parliament participated in a Parliamentary Conference on Sustainable 

Energy. The following issues were discussed: 

                                                           
1 National Development Strategy 2016-2030 (Vision 2030), page 11 
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(i) the issue of energy policies, particularly policies related to the development of 

renewables; 

(ii) financing sustainable development; 

(iii) the role of parliamentarians in legislating for sustainability; and 

(iv) ensuring energy security, energy access and transparency. 

 

 Parliamentary Workshop on Gender Bias and Gender Based Violence (December 2, 2016, 

Trinidad and Tobago) – This Workshop was part of the wider United Nations initiative 

entitled the ‘Parliamentarian Workshop Series’ and was aimed at promoting human dignity 

with country specific themes of HIV, Gender Bias and Gender Violence and Child well-

being. It therefore supported SDG 5 (Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
and Girls). 
 

 Seminar on Parliamentary and Civil Oversight of Oil, Gas and Mining Revenue (December 

5, 2016) – The Trinidad and Tobago Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative Steering 

Committee in collaboration with the High Commission of Canada and the Parliamentary 

Centre of Canada facilitated a Seminar on the role of Parliaments in the Extractive Sector, 

Governance and Monitoring. This seminar addressed issues such as the key challenges facing 

the country’s energy sector and best practices from around the world. It therefore, supported 

SDGs 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy) and 17 (Partnership for the Goals). 

 

 Youth Parliament Debate 2016 – ‘Youth crime: how to tackle the issue and opportunities 
for young people’ - In October, 2016, the Trinidad and Tobago Parliament hosted a 

National Youth Parliament Debate. The primary objective of the debate was to foster youth 

development through social dialogue by providing them with a platform to make informed 

contributions on social and economic issues affecting the country. This year’s topic was in 

support of SDG 16 (Promote just, peaceful and inclusive societies).  
 

 Secondary Schools Essay Competition 2016 – “Saving Energy, Saving the Planet” In an effort 

to build awareness on the importance of managing and conserving energy, the Parliament of 

the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago conducted an essay competition in all Secondary 

Schools during the period March 14 to April 22, 2016. The competition was geared toward 

increasing awareness of climate change and an understanding for the need for energy 

efficiency. This venture supported SDG 13 (climate action) and SDG 7 (affordable and clean 
energy). 

 

Specific actions taken towards SDG 16: peace, justice and strong institutions 

Parliamentary Oversight Committees – There are nine (9) Joint Select Committees established 

under the Standing Orders (House and Senate) with powers to investigate and report on the powers, 

methods of functioning and criteria adopted by Ministries, State Enterprises and other governmental 

agencies and through these very Committees, the Parliament will monitor the implementation and 

progress any specific actions required to facilitate implementation of the NDS.  
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